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This detailed and comprehensive guide to the 151 snakes indigenous to southern Africa covers all

essential aspects of snake biology and behavior. Now in its second edition, A Complete Guide to

the Snakes of Southern Africa has been updated, revised and expanded to include at least 11 newly

discovered and 30 re-classified species and sub-species. New information based on international

scientific research has been included in the species accounts relating to behavior, identification,

reproduction and snake venom. This readable and user-friendly guide will be invaluable to

herpetologists, snake collectors, hikers, gardeners, campers and householders, or anyone who may

encounter or want to know more about these fascinating and widely misunderstood reptiles.
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There is no better book on the market at present. --Wildwatch

JOHAN MARAIS is an entrepreneur, naturalist and photographer who has contributed significantly

to reptile conservation. He has lectured widely on the topic, is past chairman of the Herpetological

Association of Africa, serves as a member of the Crocodile Specialist Group (Species Survival

Commission) of the World Conservation Union and is chairperson of the SA Reptile Conservation

Assessment. Marais has authored books (including the best-selling A Complete Guide to the

Snakes of Southern Africa), papers and articles.



I wanted to learn more about the snakes of Southern Africa since I keep a pet brown house snake. I

was able to learn more about the species I keep and how it lives in the wild as well as its many

related species. I was also able to learn more about other snakes that prey on brown house snakes

in the wild. I was pleased by the information including scale counts location maps, drawings of the

head scales, and the iconographic presentations for each species.. This is a very nice reference

and a good addition to the bookshelf of anyone who keeps or is interested in snakes from Southern

Africa. The first section gives an overview that may be used as in introduction to snakes in general.

It also gives an overview of the habitats in this region that is useful to those of us who are less

familiar with that part of the world. I bought it in both Kindle and paperback versions for ready

reference. I'm glad I did.

It had more than I was looking for. While the photos of snakes were not all that good (having grown

up in India, I realize snakes can be elusive), the book is excellent and provides professional-level

information on the snakes of Southern Africa.

Having recently moved to a farm in South Africa this book is very useful as I've already have a few

snake visitors. The details on each snake are very thorough. However, in terms of identifying a

snake that you don't know, you have to go through all the pages, looking for one that matches.

Excellent book, very informative.

I failed. I needed this as an interactive app for my tablet,or as a hardcopy not as an e-book. The

information is excellent, but trying to identify a snake we saw on holiday required much paging back

and forth on the tablet without success! (perhaps I am just new to electronic books and there are

ways and means of which I know not!)The hardcopy is brilliant: very informative and the

photographs are clear and bright and it is easy to navigate your way around.

By far the best snake identification guide on southern Africa on the market today !I have got the first

version of this book as well, it was good, but this one is really good.First of all the book has got a

normal size, a lot of these guides are small and are therefore handy to pack but difficult to use. This

one has not as it is A4 size.Photos are generally of good quality and of live animals and give you

allready good identification keys.The drawings besides the text shows you in a blink of an eye what

the head of the snakes looks like,venomous or not, and if so how venomous,



nocturnal/diurnal,ground or tree dwelling and size.Text is good as well as the distribution

mappes.Conclusion ?!Interested by southern African snakes ? Buy this book.Going to southern

Africa and need a field guide ? Buy this book.
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